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SUB J : WHEAT AVAILABILITIES FOR BANGLADESH 

1 . IN RECENT DAYS CONSIDERABLE INTEREST HAS BEEN 
GENERATED IN WASHINGTON ABOUT FOOD SITUATION IN BANGLADESH 
AND WHAT USG CAN DO TO ALLEVIATE IT. THIS EFFORT 
CULMINATED IN LETTER TO PRESIDENT NIXON FROM SENATOR SAXBE 
AND 39 OTHER SENATORS URGING THAT USG DISCUSS WITH SOVIET 
UNION POSSIBILITY OF DIVERTING GRAIN PURCHASED BY SOVIETS 
TO BANGLADESH IN ORDER TO AVERT FOOD CRISIS IN JULY AND 
AUGUST. AT SAME TIME, BANGLADESH AMBASSADOR HOSSAIN ALI 
REPORTED TO CONSTABLE, PAB, THAT ACCORDING TO BDG MINISTRY 
OF FOOD JULY OFFTAKE FROM GOVT STOCKS PLANNED AT 300,000 
TONS, TO BE MET FROM 200,000 TONS CARRYOVER STOCK AND ONLY 
100,000 TONS IMPORTS. THUS STOCKS WOULD BE EXHAUSTED AT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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END OF JULY. 

2. AGAINST THESE PESSIMISTIC FORECASTS, UNROB OFFICIALS 
SIR- ROBERT JACKSON AND LACOSTE INDICATE JULY OFFTAKE 
EXPECTED TO BE 200,000 TONS AND THAT 400,000 TONS SCHEDULED 
FOR ARRIVAL OVER NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS, THUS INDICATING 
CRITICAL PERIOD OF SCARCITY SHOULD NOT OCCUR UNTIL 
TRADITIONALLY SCARCE PRE- AMAN HARVEST PERIOD IN OCTOBER- 
NOVEMBER. 



3. MUCH OF THIS FLURRY OF INTEREST HAS BEEN LED BY 

DR. JONATHAN BERALL, WHO LOBBIED IN SIMILAR MANNER FOR 
BANGLADESH FOODGRAINS IN 1972. BERALL GIVES IMPRESSION 
OF BEING EXTREMELY WELL INFORMED ON BD FOODGRAIN 
SITUATION AND MAKES CONVINCING PRESENTATION. DEPT HAS 
REPLIED INFORMALLY TO INQUIRERS WHO HAVE HEARD BERALL' S 
CASE THAT WE AGREE AS TO SERIOUSNESS OF THE PROBLEM BUT 
THAT ACCORDING TO THE BEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US 
WE BELIEVE BERALL IS MISTAKEN AS TO WHEN CRITICAL PERIOD 
WILL BEGIN. FURTHERMORE, USG ATTACHES HIGHEST PRIORITY 
TO RESPONDING TO HUMANITARIAN NEED IN BD, AS INDEED 
WE HAVE DONE SINCE INDEPENDENCE, AND WE INTEND TO CONTRI- 
BUTE OUR SHARE TO THIS EFFORT. AT SAME TIME, UNITED 
STATES FINDS ITSELF FACING UNPRECEDENTED LIMITATIONS ON 
ITS OWN ABILITY TO RESPOND SINCE WHEAT IS IN GENUINELY 
SHORT SUPPLY WITH PRICES AT RECORD HIGHS, STOCKS 
SERIOUSLY DEPLETED, AND FOREIGN DEMAND CONTINUING VERY 
HIGH. 

4. ONE ADDITIONAL QUESTION RAISED IN RESPONSE TO EFFORTS 
ON BEHALF BANGLADESH IS WHY BDG ISN’ T LEADING APPEAL 
ITSELF. EXCEPT FOR AMB ALI INFORMATION MENTIONED PARA 1 
THERE HAS BEEN NO SIGN OF ACTIVE BDG PARTICIPATION IN 
CAMPAIGN OF DR. BERALL FOR DIVERSION OF 500,000 TONS OF 
WHEAT IN NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: IN CONTEXT OF SAXBE LETTER, TO 
WHICH DEPARTMENT MUST DRAFT REPLY, LATEST FIELD ASSESS- 
MENT PRESENT STOCK POSITION, SCHEDULED ARRIVALS AND 
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GENERAL PROSPECTS WOULD BE APPRECIATED. IN ADDITION, 
EMBASSY' S VIEWS ON PROGRAMS AND ATTITUDES OF BDG IN 
RESPONDING TO IMMINENT SHORTAGES NEEDED. ANY INDICATION 
OF INITIATIVES ALREADY TAKEN BY BDG TO RESPOND TO DANGER 
WOULD BE HELPFUL. ROGERS 
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